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Saturday 14 March
2015 Annual General 
Meeting and March 
Branch Meeting
Blackfriars, 36 Bell Street, 
Glasgow (downstairs), 
1pm	

Fri 3–Sat 4 April
Larbert Real Ale 
Festival
Dobbie Hall, Main 
Street, Larbert

Wednesday 8 April
Branch meeting
State Bar (downstairs), 
7.30pm

Wed 22–Sat 25 April
Paisley Beer Festival
Town Hall, Paisley; see 
paisleybeerfest.com for 
details and beer list

Saturday 16 May
Branch meeting
Kilcreggan Hotel, 
Kilcreggan, 12.30pm

Thu 25–Sat 27 June
Glasgow Real Ale 
Festival
The Briggait, 141 
Bridgegate, Glasgow 
www.glasgowrealale 
festival.co.uk

The end of the parasitical pubcos? 
Late last year the welcome news 

arrived that new legislation will 
give pubs more rights when dealing 
with the big pub companies who own 
so many of them. This is a massive 
victory for pubs and drinkers, and 
CAMRA is proud to have played 
a part in putting pressure on the 
Government. 

Some big pub companies charge 
their tenants over 40% more for their 
beer than the market rate – so the 
middleman makes more money on 
a pint than either the brewer or the 
publican does! That is grossly unfair 
and is what the new proposals aim to 
put a stop to.

But at present the legislation will 
only apply to England and Wales. 
CAMRA will continue to lobby the Scottish Government to implement the 
same protections for tied tenants in Scotland. Several Scottish breweries 
including Williams Bros and Harviestoun have joined in urging Holyrood to 
follow suit.

2014 has seen a welcome growth in the number of Glasgow pubs selling 
real ale – and in the number of small breweries springing up in our area. 
Although we featured several new breweries in the last issue, it is our pleasant 
duty to report on still more openings in this one. But this too is linked to 
pubco reform – growth of choice for the drinker can only continue if there 
are pubs free to sell the beers their customers want to drink. Let us hope that 
the coming year will see great pubs blossom by serving great real ale!

editorial

Visit www.glasgowcamra.org.uk for the latest news
Or follow @GlasgowCAMRA on Twitter
facebook.com/GlasgowCAMRA
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Pub campaigners lobbied Westminster for 
a fair deal for tied pubs
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 pubs news

Arrochar is to 
see another real ale 

festival this year after 
last year’s great success.

Organised by local 
Camra member Iain 
Dick, the event will 
feature 12 ales, six from 
Scotland and six from 
Yorkshire, including 
Timothy Taylor’s Bolt-
maker and many other 
award winners with 
Yorkshire ales from the 
likes of Saltaire, Ilkley, 
Copper Dragon, as well 
as some favourite beers 

from Scotland.  
The festival will take 

place in the Three Vil-
lages Community Hall, 
Arrochar on Saturday 
28th March from 12 until 
10pm. A minibus will 
be providing trans-
port from Arrochar to 
Helensburgh after the 
scheduled bus services 
finish at about 6pm. 
Entry will be £5 (£4 for 
CAMRA members with 
card) Designated drivers 
will be entitled to free 
soft drinks.

State Bar: Glasgow Pub of the Year
n Outside Glasgow 
the winning pubs are:
Argyll: Kilmartin 
Hotel, Kilmartin
Dunbartonshire: 
The Ashton,  
Helensburgh
Lanarkshire: The 
Weavers, Strathaven
The overall Branch 
Pub of the Year will 
be decided later in 
the year and the 
winner go forward 
to the Scotland & 
Northern Ireland 
(snib) Pub of the 
Year final. The 2014 
winner was the 
Steam Packet Inn, 
Isle of Whithorn.

The best pub-finder
for miles!

The new CAMRA website whatpub.com
features 47,000 pubs, 36,000 with real
ale. It’s free to all, works well on mobile

phones, and makes it a

features you want, wherever
you are. Give it a go!

Jason Lyons of the State Bar was very pleased to collect the branch’s 
Glasgow Pub of the Year award for the third time in eight years. The 

quality and variety of real ale on offer in the pub had led members to vote 
nearly unanimously for the State. Jason was presented with the award by 
branch chair Howard Young (left).  � Photo: Tom Ord

WWW.PREMIUMCZECHBEERS.CO.UK 
Providing some of the best beers from 
the Czech Republic, the biggest beer nation 
in the world! Unpasteurized, dark, light, 
gluten free, wheat and much more.

NO MINIMUM ORDER REQUIREMENTS – FLAT DELIVERY FEE OF £4 PER ORDER*
CONTACT – INFO@PREMIUMCZECHBEERS.CO.UK  TELEPHONE 07968 178688
FACEBOOK – FOLLOW US AT PREMIUM CZECH BEERS

*We only deliver within 60 mile radius of Glasgow

Alefest for Arrochar

Looking for  
a pub? 
whatpub.com
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camra news

Digital Guzzler
n The Glasgow Guzzler is produced for 
people to pick up and read in the pub. But 
if you want to read it on your interwebular 
device, you can also get it online at issuu.
com/glasgowguzzler, or glasgowcamra.org.uk

You may have 
recently seen 

the 2015 edition of 
CAMRA’s Good Beer 
Guide and wondered 
how entries to the 
Guide are selected.  

You may perhaps 
have asked yourself 
“Why is my favourite 
pub not in here?” or 
even (but hopefully not) 
“Why is that dump in 
there?” The good news 
is that there’s nothing 
mysterious involved. 
The even better news is 
that you can play a part 
in it. 

All through the year, 
CAMRA members visit 
pubs throughout the 
area and rate the beer. 
Not the ambience, the 
music, the standard 
of conversation or the 
food, just the beer. This 
is done according to the 
0–5 rating system where 
0 equals “no real ale 
available” and 5 is the 
perfect pint. Ratings are 
entered on the Glasgow 
CAMRA website (head-
ed “Rate our beer”) – or 
using CAMRA’s online 
pub guide WhatPub.

 In January each 
year the branch holds 

a selection meeting to 
short-list pubs for the 
forthcoming guide, 
based on member’s rat-
ings over the year. 

These shortlisted 
pubs are then visited 
by members to check 
the beer quality and 
compile the wording for 
the entry. 

The rating system 
is particularly valuable 
for pubs in some of the 
more remote places 
in our branch area. 
So if you visit a pub 
and sample some beer, 
take a few moments to 
record your scores. We 
also use these ratings 
to inform the choice 
of pub of the year for 
Argyll, Lanarkshire, 
Dunbartonshire and 
Glasgow. 

Clearly, the more 
ratings that are submit-
ted, the better picture 
we have of which pubs 
most deserve a place in 
the Guide.

So, even if you can’t 
or don’t want to attend 
meetings, you can still 
play a part in promot-
ing good beer and 
highlighting the best 
places to get it. � [bm]  

  

Making sense of the 
Good Beer Guide

Members’ Weekend
The annual CAMRA Members’ Weekend 

and AGM 2015 will take place in the heart of 
Nottingham at the historic Albert Hall. 

Is CAMRA too close to Wetherspoons or other 
pub companies? Does (or should) the printed 
Good Beer Guide have a future in these days of 
smartphone apps? Should we promote so-called 
“craft” beer? How can we help save our pubs?

All these issues and more will be up for de-
bate. Members’ Weekend is where our members 
discuss our future policy and direction and 
offers you the opportunity to socialise with 
friends, attend the official AGM and workshops, 
visit pubs and go on organised trips. The Week-
end is open to all CAMRA members. 

Outside the hall, Nottingham offers plenty 
of drinking options to choose from, including 
one of England’s oldest inns, Ye Olde Trip To 
Jerusalem.

n To pre-register for this event, please visit the 
Weekend website www.camraagm.org.uk. You just 
need to log in with your membership details and 
everything else is automatic! 	
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It’s not often 
that a beer wins 

an award the very 
first time it’s brewed. 
But that’s just what 
happened with Jaw 
Brew’s first dark beer, 
“Fathom”. 

The first gyle went 
to the Society of 
Independent Brew-
ers (SIBA) Scotland 
competition and won 
a silver award – as did 
the pale Jaw Drift. Not 
bad for a brewery that’s 
only made three beers!

Owner Mark Hazell, 
right, has been work-
ing hard getting his 
beer into pubs, with 
a particular catch be-
ing his own local, the 
Burnbrae in Milngavie.

Awards also went 
to Alexandria’s Loch 
Lomond Brewery: gold 
for Southern Summit, 
bronze for bottled Ale 
of Leven, and cask 

Loch Lomond 60/– 
received silver.

Brewer Fiona 
MacEachern is pic-
tured below (left) re-
ceiving an award from 
Tuggy Delap of SIBA 
(better known to Guz-
zler readers as Tuggy 
from Fyne Ales).

 brewery news

SIBA gongs for Jaw 
and Loch Lomond

Local breweries 
in brief
WEST: The planned 
new brewery at Spiers 
Wharf has been 
abandoned. Instead 
expansion will take 
place at the existing 
site or nearby. 

Tennents: A new 
alcohol-free lager is 
called Hee Haw.

Drygate: The pilot 
plant is now in full 
operation next to 
the main brewery. 
One-off bottled beers 
are produced on it. 
Regular cask beers 
have been launched: 
Pale Duke (4.0%), 
Reflex (4.2%) and 
Seven Peaks “Mosaic 
IPA” (5.0%). The brew-
ery’s bottled beer has 
been listed by Tesco. 

n An unprec-
edented number 
of new breweries 
are opening up in 
our area. Brewing 
or selling their 
first commercial 
beers as we go to 
press are Lawman 
from Cumbernauld 
and Monolith 
in Glasgow. 

Also Glasgow-based 
is Ride Brewing 
Co which started up 
in late January and is 
based in the cellar of 
Drury St bar (oppo-
site the Horse Shoe). 

These three new 
outfits are tiny. 
Monolith brew 
750 pints at a time, 
borrowing the studio 

kit at Drygate. 
Ride make just 50 
litres per batch. 

Craig Laurie of 
Lawman brews in his 
kitchen! Craig is seen 
here with his very 
first metal casks. 

n It’s not all good 
news. We hear that 
Thorn Dhu brewery 
in Lochgair has closed 
after less than a year.

More new breweries in 2015
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brewery news

A Bute of a brewery
Normally to be 

fair to any brew-
ing people I try to or-
ganise a brewery visit 
some time in advance 
but I just hadn’t been 
able to do this with 
the very newly formed 
Bute Brew Co.

Thankfully owner 
and brewer Aidan Ca-
navan was about today, 
and was happy to let me 
come and visit as soon 
as I disembarked at the 
Rothesay ferry terminal, 

It’s only a 35 minute 
crossing from Wemyss 
Bay and so it wasn’t 
long before I was ap-
proaching the large 
Rothesay pier complex. 
Aidan’s directions were 
pretty straightforward 
and spot-on, with the 
large Bute Brew Co. 
sign possibly visible 
from the ferry if I had 
known where to look 
(it was designed by a 
friend – the Bute Brew 
Co lettering is encircled 
by a stylised beer bar-
rel, a nice touch). 

Aidan was 
good enough to 
spend a ridicu-
lous amount of 
his valuable time 
chatting to me in 
the main room of the 
brewery, full of the 
brewing kit, benches, 
a long wooden bar and 
shelves displaying the 
forthcoming Bute Brew 
Co. bottled beers.

Formerly a teacher 

• The branch had 
a successful social 
outing to Rothesay 
in the summer and 
all judged the Bute 
beers very good. 
Once the weather gets 
better again we plan 
to repeat the trip to 
visit the brewery.

of biology at both 
Kilsyth and Greenock,  
Aidan decided to take 
the plunge to start Bute 
Brew Co. at the start 
of 2014. With no real 
home-brewing experi-
ence he managed to get 
on a brewing course 
with PBC and he also 
managed to purchase 
a brand-new brewing 
kit after a last-minute 
cancellation. This was 
important as he re-
ally wanted to start the 
brewery up in the sum-
mertime – from talking 
to the pubs who were 
interested in taking 
local Bute beer it seems 
the summer trade is at 
least double that of the 
winter, and so starting 
with the weather still 
warm would allow him 
to make an impact. 

It wasn’t until the 
fifth full brew that 
Aidan had a beer that 
he was happy with – a 
definite ‘eureka’ mo-

ment. This was the Bute 
Red – a sweet, burnt, 
malty Irish red ale with 
a bitter kick from loads 
of Simcoe and Cascade 
hops. This was launched 
in the Kingarth Hotel 
and the Black Bull in 
Rothesay in August 
and literally sold out 
within hours, with both 
seasoned real ale drink-
ers and converted lager 
drinkers lauding his 
beer. Aidan has mostly 
managed to keep these 
two pubs stocked since 

that weekend and in 
the fermenters at the 
moment were the Red 
and a citra-hopped 
blonde beer, now 

called Autumn Days. 
Aidan aims to par-

ticipate in and sponsor 
events in Bute all year 
around, get the com-

munity engaged, and he 
has plans to organise a 
‘Bute Brew Co. + others’ 
Beer Festival next year 
on the esplanade.

Aidan has done 
most of the conversion 
work in the brewhouse 
himself and also has 
plans to set up a beer 
garden. 

Aidan definitely 
thinks there’s an oppor-
tunity to grasp hold of 
in Bute. With the level 
of engagement with the 
local community that 
there has been so far 
I’m really hoping there’s 
a bright future for the 
Bute Brew Co.
Adam Shafi

• Read Adam’s blog at 
walkingandcrawling.
blogspot.com
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news

At the end of June last 
year, over 2,000 people 

(and some giraffes!) descended 
upon the historic Briggait 
building for the first Glasgow 
Real Ale Festival for a long 
time.

Rather than waiting an-
other 18 years, the Branch has 

decided we should repeat the 
event this year – we are pleased 
to announce that the 2015 
G-RAF will be held in the Brig-
gait between Thursday 25 June 
and Saturday 27 June.

We will have over 100 beers 
and ciders – the best real ales 
available from throughout 

Britain, together with a selec-
tion of foreign beers.

For full information, 
please see www.
glasgowrealalefestival.co.uk, 
Facebook www.facebook.com/
Glasgowrealalefestival and 
Twitter @GlasRealAleFest.

Photos: Euan Fraser

G-RAF is back!
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pubs news

Real ale returns to Glasgow pub – after 54 years!

Concern over collapse of 
Maclays pub group
Pubs believed safe – could tennent’s step in?

n The Imperial 
Bar in Howard St is 
now selling Deuchars 
and Caledonian 80/–. 
The interesting thing 
about this is that we 
can say with unusual 
precision when the 
pub last sold real ale – 
a staggering fifty-four 
years ago to be exact. 

The bar, Maitland’s 
Bar as it was 
then, belonged to 
Edinburgh brewery  
T&J Bernard. When 
Scottish Brewers 
took over and closed 
Bernard’s in 1960, 

one of the first 
things they did was 
send their sales reps 
around all their newly 
acquired customers 
to tell them that in 
future, they would be 
getting McEwan’s and 
Younger’s beer, and it 
was all going to be keg. 

Since then, the bar 
has been a faithful 
purveyor of Export 
and Tartan – until 
now! Anyway, if 
you like Deuchars, 
the Imperial is a 
splendid wee bar 
well worth a visit.

Shortly before 
this issue of the 

Guzzler went to press, 
the news broke that 
Maclay Inns, operators 
of well-known real ale 
pubs like the Three 
Judges, Village Inn and 
Tullie Inn, had gone 
into administration.

Maclays had 
invested considerable 
sums in the last couple 
of years in opening new 
ventures such as the 
Hope, the Raven and 
Munro’s in Glasgow. 
The administrators 
speak of an “unexpected 
funding requirement” 

which presumably 
could not be met from 
the company’s over-
stretched finances.

However, the good 
news is that the pubs 
themselves are believed 
to be sound and profit-
able businesses, so are 
to continue trading at 
least in the short term. 
The administrators told 
the trade magazine 
DRAM “we will trade 
the company with a 
view to a sale.” Inter-
est had already been 
shown, it was said.

Tennent Caledonian 
– which already owns 

25% of Maclays –  is 
at present saying only 
that it will work with 
the administrators to 
“optimise value for all 
stakeholders.”

SAFE FOR NOW: Currently no threat to Maclays pubs like the 
Three Judges, say administrators

It should go without 
saying that Camra 
hopes all the pubs will 
continue trading with a 
continued focus on real 
ale.� [rp]



pubs news

It seems to be en vogue 
for pubs to take names 
implying that beer is 
made on the premises. 
Following on from the 
Partick Brewing 
Co (formerly Partick 
Tavern), which brews 
nothing, the Crafty 
Pig Brewhouse 
and Smoke Pit 
has opened on 
Great Western Road 
(formerly Hubbards 
and then LUAC). It 
also brews nothing. 
There are handpumps 
but there was nothing 
on them when we 
called in to check.

It remains to be 
seen what effect the 
takeover of the Spirit 
pubco by Greene 
King will have. There 
are relatively few 
Spirit pubs in our 
area but some have 

recently begun selling 
real ale. Going by 
GK’s running of the 
Belhaven pubs they 
already own, it is ques-
tionable whether the 
choice of real ale will 
improve much, if at all.

As soon as the last 
Guzzler went to print 
saying the Halt Bar 
hadn’t shut down, the 
pub was padlocked 
and furniture taken 
out. However, the 
premises are now 
being refurbished by 
Glasgow brewery West, 

who are re-opening it 
under the name West 
on the corner. 
Sadly the Edwardian 
bar and separate snug 
have been ripped 
out. CAMRA wrote to 
the brewery asking 
for these features to 
be preserved, but 
our concerns fell 
on deaf ears. The 
bar sells only West’s 
own beers, so there 
is now no real ale.

The Anchor Line on 
St Vincent St is a very 
swish establishment in 
the former building of 
the Anchor shipping 
line. No real ale.

LOKs bar and 
kitchen, Newlands 
is offering one cask ale.

Chicago-born Jehad 
Hatu is running a 
series of “pop-up” bars 
around the city under 
the name Grunting 
Growler, dispensing 
American and British 
microbrews from 
the keg, to drink 
there or take away 
in 2-litre “growlers”. 
No cask beer but 
Jehad is considering 
it for the future.

In East Kilbride the 
Oystercatcher and 
the Kittoch have 
started selling real ale.

The former Strathvale 
in Strathbungo 
reverted briefly to its 

old name, the Kind 
Man, and is now 
the Rum Shack. 
As you might have 
guessed from the 
name, no real ale. 

The former Corona 
in Shawlands is now 
the south side branch 
of Butterfly & 
Pig and real ale has 
been introduced.

The longstanding 
Merchant City Court 
Bar has closed after 
the owners retired. 
Rumour has it the 
bar has been bought 
by a PR company 
from Aberdeen.

Pivo Pivo in the city 
centre is now Kitty 
O’Shea’s. No real ale.

The Beechwood 
in Kings Park has 
become a Flaming 
Grill restaurant. 

Tradeston’s 
Binghams is no 
longer a pub and 
now sells ice cream.

The Twisted 
Thistle in Old 
Kilpatrick has three 
handpumps serving 
Kelburn and rotating 
other beers.

The John 
Fairweather in 
Cambuslang is the 
latest Wetherspoon 
outlet in the 
branch area. 

Around the branch area

Getting things right
n The Vale bar re-introduced real ale about a 
year ago and it has been a big success. The pub 
seems permanently busy and hardly needed 
to attract new customers, but it’s now become 
a convenient spot for casketeers boarding or 
leaving a train at Queen St station. The Vale 
is not tied and thus able to offer a range of 
beers from the likes of Oakham, Kelburn, Jaw 
and Isle of Skye. The staff all drink real ale 
themselves – which is always a good sign!  

n We very much appreciate updates from readers about pub 
openings and closures, and information about pubs that 
have started (or stopped) selling real ale. Send your gen to 
theeditor@glasgowcamra.org.uk, or tweet it to  
@GlasgowGuzzler.
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Pub discounts
Members of CAMRA 
benefit from dis-
counts in a number 
of pubs. Visit  
glasgowcamra.org.uk 
for full details.

Local Trading 
Standards Offices
If you have a complaint 
about quality or service 
in a pub, always try to 
sort your complaint out 
with the pub first. If that 
doesn’t help, you can 
contact your local Trading 
Standards offices. It is 
CAMRA policy to print 
these contact details in 
branch magazines.

East Dunbartonshire
0141 578 8813
trading.standards 
@eastdunbarton.gov.uk

West Dunbartonshire
01389 738552
trading.standards 
@west-dunbarton.gov.uk

Glasgow
0141 287 6681
ts.enquiries@glasgow.
gov.uk

North Lanarkshire
01236 638678  
(Coatbridge)
01236 638905  
(Cumbernauld)
01698 274220  
(Motherwell)

South Lanarkshire
08457 406080	
Business.Enquiries 
@southlanarkshire.gov.uk 

pub crawling
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At last pub 
crawls in Glasgow 

no longer have to 
end abruptly at High 
Street.  

As the last edition 
of the Guzzler report-
ed, Drygate opened 
in the summer on the 
Tennent’s site with 
two micro-breweries, 
a restaurant, beer hall 
and bottle shop.

Now comes news 
of two real ale outlets 
on Duke Street. Both 
of these have a bright 
and cheery appearance 
and are geared up for 
diners. My first visit 
to the Duchess of 
duke st at number 
380 was a disappoint-
ment though, with no 
cask beer available and 
the bar person un-
able to say when there 
might be some. On my 
second visit there was 
beer and it tasted fine 
but what was it? There 
was no badge and the 
barman knew it was 
from Cairngorm but 
wasn’t sure which one! 

Redmond’s is a 
few hundred yards west 

at number 304. It has 
a variety of keg beers, 
including from West 
Brewery and Williams, 
and one cask beer. On 
my first visit it was 
Inveralmond Lia Fail 
in very good condi-
tion. Unfortunately on 
my next visit, six days 
later, it was the same 
beer and the same cask, 
just about finished but 
well past its best. The 

barman explained that 
demand was slow and 
there was no new beer 
ready to go on so I’d 
to settle for a bottle of 
Birds and Bees. 

The story seems 
familiar so far. The 
fact is if we want to see 
new outlets provid-
ing good quality beer 
consistently, they have 
to be supported. If you 
live in that area, why 
not have a pint in one 
of these locals before 
you jump on the bus 
into town?  If you’re in 
town, why not take an 
occasional trip east (it’s 
only five minutes by 
bus from High Street 
or a short walk from 
Bellgrove station). Let 
the east end flourish!  
Brian McAteer

Glory hallelujah – there’s 
beer in the east end!

n The Guzzler 
welcomes letters 
from readers. So if 
you disagree with 
something in the 
magazine, or have 
something regarding 
beer or pubs you 
want to get off your 
chest, drop us a 
line: theeditor@
glasgowcamra.org.uk
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history

The Glasgow & 
West of Scotland 

Branch of CAMRA 
had been formed in 
1974, quickly fol-
lowed by others in 
Edinburgh, Tayside 
and Aberdeen, but 
it can reasonably 
be argued that the 
true birth of Scottish 
CAMRA was on a 
coach to the National 
AGM in Blackpool in 
1977.

On that bus was 
a motley crew who 
barely knew each other, 
but who were fated to 
play their parts in the 
growth of the Cam-
paign, not only in Scot-
land but in some cases 
nationally. One rose 
to be Chief Executive 
and a couple of others 
achieved the status of 
National Executive 
members. Sundry oth-
ers led the Campaign 
in Scotland as Scottish 
Organiser or, later, 
Director. Despite the 
exalted titles their 
chief bond was, like all 
the others aboard the 
bus, a burning desire 
to swallow as much 

decent beer as they 
could lay their grubby 
hands on.

This had its prob-
lems – particularly 
marital ones and trav-
elling on that fateful 
coach led directly to 
four divorces. Two of 
the culprits, who had 
been little more than 
nodding acquaintances 
prior to sharing a room 
in Blackpool, found 
themselves sharing a 
flat three months later, 
having been shown  
red cards by fuming 
spouses as soon as they 
returned. The third 
member of the gang 
of four hardly counts, 
as he was already 
an established serial 
divorcer, but the fourth 
miscreant can fairly 
be described as having 
committed marital 
suicide when he, as 
the bus arrived back in 
Glasgow on its return, 
had it diverted straight 
to his home where, at 
about ten thirty of a 
Sunday evening, he in-
vited everyone to join 
him in drinking his 
home brew. Your scribe 

spotted the (then) wife 
standing with folded 
arms gathering her 
wrath and declined the 
kind offer – how-
ever, half of the bus 
accepted. The coach, 
which should have 
returned to Glasgow 
about five hours earlier, 
then dropped the mar-
ginally saner residue in 
George Square.

As for the AGM 
itself, it must be sadly 
admitted that our band 
of brothers played 
little part. Some, and 
not only those who 
were not CAMRA 
members at the time, 
never attended the 
debates at all and of 
those who did, it was 
mainly somewhere to 
sleep when the huge 
beer festival that ac-
companied the event 
was closed. On the 
Saturday afternoon, 
while Blackpool’s pubs 
were closed, a sig-
nificant number of our 
travelling band decided 
that a football match 
between Blackpool and 
Bolton Wanderers held 
more appeal than the 
debating chamber.

It was on the Sun-
day, after the debates 
finished, that our 
heroes found nirvana. 
They had packed their 
bags after breakfast and 
paid their b&b costs, 
including a mystery 
item “FWTB 50 pence”, 

which, it was explained 
upon enquiry, meant 
“For Wetting The Bed”. 
Although there was 
no evidence pointing 
to a culprit, blame 
has historically been 
attributed to a student 
who had travelled 
down on the bus but 
was not returning with 
us. If you were that 
student and are reading 
this, there is no point 
in proclaiming your 
innocence now!

As the afternoon 
drew on the bar license 
expired, the lights 
dimmed and the great 
majority of those at-
tending headed home. 
Not so the Scottish 
contingent. Even in 
semi-darkness we 
could find our way to 
the abandoned bar and 
help ourselves. Jollity 
abounded for a couple 
of extra hours until our 
bus driver appeared. 
He had been to our 
digs, collected our bag-
gage and made his way 
to the hotel to collect 
the villains. This ex-
plained the late arrival 
back in Glasgow.

Despite all this 
mayhem, CAMRA in 
Scotland survived 
and went on to be the 
upright organisation 
we all love today.

No names have 
been revealed to pro-
tect the culprits – not 
that they deserve it! 

2014 marks the 40th anniversary 
of the founding of the first CAMRA 
branch in Scotland. Veteran activist 
Alistair Boyd told us a huge 
number of anecdotes from the early 
years of the branch – some of them 
even printable. Here, for the first 
time is the story of the “Blackpool 
Bus”.

Branch history: Boyd on Blackpool
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history

Callum’s caters with cake for convivial 
commemoration of the Campaign

years

CA
MRA CELEBRATING

OF SCOT T IS H B RANCHE
S

A sunny, September 
Saturday saw 50 or so 

CAMRA members gather at 
Callum’s in Johnstone to cel-
ebrate the 40th anniversary of 
the foundation of the Glasgow 
and West of Scotland branch 
of CAMRA — the Campaign’s 
first branch in Scotland (al-
though the occasion was also 
used to celebrate 40 years of 
the Campaign in Scotland). 
Like any good birthday party, 
there was even a cake!

The venue was chosen as 
the closest real ale venue to 
the original meeting place 
— the long-gone Golf Inn in 
Bishopton. Although both are 
now within the neighbouring 
Renfrewshire branch, back in 
1974 we covered a much larger 
part of the West of Scotland!

A number of CAMRA 
worthies were there, including 
the Scottish National Director, 
Ray Turpie, and the National 
Chairman, Colin Valentine. 

Those that could 
fit into the 
small-ish front 
room had the 
chance to hear a 
number of tales 
from the early 
days – although 
defamation laws 
prevent me from 
repeating some of 
these!  The stories 
demonstrated 
was just how ac-
tive and commit-
ted these early pioneers were, 
and how much they 
enjoyed socials!  

It is 
clear that 
CAMRA has 
changed a 
lot over its 
40 years in 
Scotland.  
Then, 
as now, 
however, we 

are dependent on our mem-
bers. If you are not currently 

a member, please think 
about joining. If you 

are already a mem-
ber, please come 

along to one of 
our meetings or 
socials and help 
us campaign for 
real ale!

Jonathan Kemp

The lead story in the 
Spring 1995 issue of 

the Guzzler was that the 
Glaschu Brewery was threat-
ened with closure. Glaschu 
was one of the city’s earliest 
brewpubs, but in a shock 
move was refused plan-
ning permission, after first 
having been told it was not 
needed. 

The brewery owner, Duncan McGregor, said 
“We are gutted ... we feel as if we’ve been stabbed 
in the back by Glasgow District Council.” 

Elsewhere in the magazine, a reader’s letter 

complained about one particular Merchant City 
pub charging an extortionate £1.85 a pint.

With Maclays today going through some 
troubles, it is sobering to note the regard in 
which the then still-brewing concern was held in 
1995. We had awarded the Maclays-owned Three 
Judges Glasgow Pub of the Year, and its team 
Helen McCarroll and Charlie Rennie Landlord 
of the Year for the fourth year on the trot. We 
also reported on the Judges hosting the launch 
of a new Maclays beer, the 3.8% Broadsword. 
Maclays’ head brewer Duncan Kellock even 
phoned the pub on the evening to find out what 
we thought of it. Fortunately for him, it went 
down very well!� [rp]

Twenty years ago

Photo: Stuart McMahon
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I had not visited 
Glasgow before 

other than to go to 
the airport, and asked 
some of my fellow 
committee members 
about places to go.

Using their sugges-
tions, and the details 
on WhatPub – what 
a great resource – 
mapped out an over-
ambitious (so it turned 
out) schedule for the 
two days.

Arriving about mid 
morning, my first call 
was Bon Accord. What 
a great place, I could 
have stayed there all 
day! The owner, Paul, 
certainly knew his 
stuff, and the walls are 
adorned with awards.

I ended up with 
a pint of Citra Burst 
(Alechemy), at 5.4% 
probably not the best 
way to start a long(ish) 
day. My preference is 
for hoppy IPAs, which 
was why I went for it 
and happy with my 
choice.

In Henglers Circus 
a pint of Isle of Skye 
Tiny Angels was not 
very inspiring. Having 
not had it before I had 
nothing to compare 
it against so I did not 
know what to expect, 
but others have raved 
about it. Not sure if it 
was towards the end 

of the cask, or just not 
well kept, but finished 
“with resentment”.

I did not intend 
to call in to the State 
Bar, but on peeking 
through the window 
saw an island bar, and 
just had to go in for a 
look. The look became 
a half pint of Highland 
Jack Flag and spoke to 
the manageress who 
explained that all pints 
were £3.00, and halves 
£1.50, although the 
higher ABV beers were 
£3.50. There is a cross 
subsidy at the £3.00 
price point. Some plac-
es in our branch area 
do this, but some still 
have different prices 
for different beers. 

In The Merchant I 
asked for a half of Ale 
of Leven (Loch Lo-
mond) and on finding 
out it was £1.85, asked 
how much a pint was 
– £2.15! I had the half 
tipped into a pint glass, 
and topped up.

In the evening my 
wife and I went to “The 
78” because it was not 
too far from where we 
were staying. Although 
we are not veggies, the 
WhatPub write-up was 
very encouraging.

What a shame – the 
barman forgot to order 
any casks and so the 
hand pumps were dry! 

I had a bottle of Wil-
liams Heather Ale and 
some good food.

Apparently, the 
ownership has changed 
recently, and the lady 
I spoke to there said 
that improvements 
were going to be made. 
Hopefully the improve-
ments will be that beer 
gets ordered and is 
regularly available!

On Thursday I 
walked over to Three 
Judges, via the Trans-
port Museum, and met 
with a police cordon 
who were dealing with 
an unexploded WW2 
bomb. An excellent 
pint of Lock, Prop 
& Barrel (Houston), 
before going on to 
Tennents.

What a bewilder-
ing selection! I went 
for a pint of Icebreaker 
(Navigation) and was 
not disappointed. I 
spoke to two older 
guys who were obvi-
ously into their real 
ale, one was sticking 
to London Pride, the 
other Icebreaker. They 
offered to buy me a 
second pint but mind-
ful of being pushed for 
time, I accepted their 
generosity with a half 
of Liberation Ale (Lib-
eration – Jersey) which 
was outstanding!

They asserted that 

the quality at The Three 
Judges had dipped over 
the last few months. 
Having only been there 
once, my pint was ex-
cellent, so I could not 
comment. 

I am envious that 
within a short distance 
there are so many 
excellent pubs and I 
would not hesitate in 
recommending them 
all. All those that I vis-
ited over the two days 
all had at least 10 hand 
pumps on and were all 
busy!

I was annoyed not 
to have made it over 
to Babbity Bowsters & 
Blackfriars, but maybe 
another time… 

Finally, I would 
encourage everyone 
to use WhatPub to 
seek out places to try, 
not just in Glasgow, 
but some of the nearly 
37,000 pubs around 
the UK. If you find the 
details incorrect, just 
message the branch 
who will, I am sure, 
be happy to edit the 
listing or, if necessary 
visit themselves. It is 
so important to have 
complete and accurate 
information.
Simon URRY
Pubs Officer, 
Highlands & Western 
Isles CAMRA 

pub crawling

As ithers see us
A Highland visitor gives his impressions of  
a beer-drinking trip to Glasgow



Fair dealon beertax now!

Save
Britain’s
Pubs!

Instruction to your Bank or
Building Society to pay by Direct Debit

Please fill in the whole form using a ball point pen and send to:
Campaign for Real Ale Ltd. 230 Hatfield Road, St.Albans, Herts AL1 4LW
Name and full postal address of your Bank or Building Society
To yteicoS gnidliuB ro knaBreganaM eht

Address

Postcode

Name(s) of Account Holder

Bank or Building Society Account Number

Branch Sort Code

Reference

Banks and Building Societies may not accept Direct Debit Instructions for some types of account.

Service User Number

FOR CAMPAIGN FOR REAL ALE LTD OFFICIAL USE ONLY
This is not part of the instruction to your Bank or Building Society

Membership Number

Name

Postcode

Instructions to your Bank or Building Society
Please pay Campaign For Real Ale Limited Direct Debits from the account
detailed on this instruction subject to the safeguards assured by the Direct Debit
Guarantee. I understand that this instruction may remain with Campaign For Real
Ale Limited and, if so will be passed electronically to my Bank/Building Society.

Signature(s)

Date

This Guarantee should be detached
and retained by the payer.

The Direct Debit
Guarantee

This Guarantee is offered by all banks and building 
societies that accept instructions to pay by Direct 
Debits.

If there are any changes to the amount, date or 
frequency of your Direct Debit The Campaign for 
Real Ale Ltd will notify you 10 working days in advance 
of your account being debited or as otherwise agreed.
If you request The Campaign for Real Ale Ltd to collect 
a payment, confirmation of the amount and date will 
be given to you at the time of the request

If an error is made in the payment of your Direct 
Debit by The Campaign for Real Ale Ltd or your bank 
or building society, you are entitled to a full and 
immediate refund of the amount paid from your bank 
or building society

- If you receive a refund you are not entitled to, you 
must pay it back when The Campaign For Real Ale Ltd 
asks you to

You can cancel a Direct Debit at any time by simply 
contacting your bank or building society.Written 
confirmation may be required. Please also notify us.

9 2 6 1 2 9

Join CAMRA Today
Complete the Direct Debit form and you will receive 15 months membership
for the price of 12 and a fantastic discount on your membership subscription.
Alternatively you can send a cheque payable to CAMRA Ltd with your completed form, visit
www.camra.org.uk/joinus or call 01727 867201. All forms should be addressed to the:
 Membership Department, CAMRA, 230 Hatfield Road, St Albans, AL1 4LW.

Your Details
Title  Surname

Forename(s)

Date of Birth (dd/mm/yyyy)

Address

  Postcode

Email address

Tel No(s)

Partner’s Details (if Joint Membership)

Title  Surname

Forename(s)

Date of Birth (dd/mm/yyyy)

  Direct Debit    Non DD

Single Membership £24             £26
(UK & EU) 

Joint Membership £29.50       £31.50
(Partner at the same address)

For Young Member and other concessionary 
rates please visit www.camra.org.uk or call
01727 867201.

I wish to join the Campaign for Real Ale, 
and agree to abide by the Memorandum and 
Articles of Association

I enclose a cheque for

Signed          Date

Applications will be processed within 21 days 

01/15

Campaigning for Pub Goers
& Beer Drinkers

Join CAMRA today – www.camra.org.uk/joinus

Enjoying Real Ale
& Pubs

A Campaign of Two Halves

Email address (if different from main member)



WINE & BEER

Opening 
March 2015
Offering a greatly extended range of traditional
and craft beers from Belgium, the USA, Britain
and beyond, as well as a wide selection of wines
from Spain, Italy,
Australia, France,
Chile and more.

The Good Spirits Co. Wine & Beer
105 West Nile Street
Glasgow G1 2SD


